In the month of April, 1883, J. B 
mariner, and aged 48 years, came to me complaining of weakness in the left arm and pain in the fingers and thumb of the same side. As for the wrist, he told me me that it " felt exactly as if it were broken, and the fractured ends were grating one upon the other;" adding at the same time that he had "no strength in it all."
On examination of the affected limb, I found the interossei muscles and the thenar and hypothenar eminences unmistakably wasted, and also the same mischief?only more marked still?in the muscles of the forearm and the biceps. So greatly wasted, indeed, were these latter-named muscles, that, compared with their fellows on the other side, they felt quite soft and flabby. Moreover, whilst with the sound limb closure of the hand and flexion of the forearm on the arm would produce a feeling of firmness and resiliency, a similar movement with the affected limb only served to demonstrate more palpably the serious damage its muscles had sustained.
Of course, the case was so clear that I could hardly make a mistake in diagnosis; but still, the malady being one not often met with in country practice, I 
